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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Contributed by the Editor. 


My readers will be glad to have the following character- 
istic portrait of the late Mrs, De Morgan: — 


A sermon in brief. Turning over my exchanges, I came 
on this touching passage, which I find both pathetic and in- 
structive. It is from the “ Religio- Philosophical Journal”:— 


Some weeks ago we received a letter from a subscriber at 
Ella, N.Y., telling us to stop his paper, as he was going away. 
Later on the following letter was received from the same 
torreapondent, giving us the first intimation of his situation :— 

Linden, N.Y. 

Dzar Stz,—Please send me ‘“ The Journal” for five months, and 
tucleed find Idol. for the aame. Please send ‘‘ The Scientific Basis of 
Spiritualism,” “The Spirit World,” by Dr. Crowell, and Finney’s 
pamphlet on the Bible, I enclose in all 4dol. I want you to do as 
wel) by me as you can, for I am poor and in the poorhouse. Do not 
tend any more papers to Elba, Please send the pamphlet ‘‘ If a Man 
Die Shall he Live Again ? ”—Y ours truly, 

(Signed) JOHN BRIDGE, 

P.§,—Send them in care of C. B. Pixley, Linden, Genesee Co., N.Y. 


On this letter was the following endorsement by the keeper 
of the poorhouse :— 
Jon Bridge is a poor cri 
taring up for a long time. 
—Reapectfully yours, 


le. The money he sends you he has been 
e is worthy of any extras you may send 


C. B. Pixiuy, Keeper, 


Poor and crippled John Bridge! We would rather take 
your chances in the world to come than those of many a rich 
man. The books you ordered have been sent, together with 
some others ; and *‘The Journal” will go to you free as long 
as you have need of it. In the nature of things, before very 
long your noble and beautiful spirit will be released from its 
crippled mortal body, and you will stand erect and symmetrical 
in the Summer Land where there is no need of poorhouses, and 
where men are measured by their spiritual worth alone. 
There is no need to point the moral. It will be a long time 
before the managers of the Spiritualist Press are able to 
make their efforts self-supporting, if only because one of 
their greatest cares must be to keep a little in advance of 
the average requirements of their readers, and to raise 
them by degrees to a higher plane of thought. This ex- 
cludes the methods by which cheap publications catch the 
popular ear. It must be remembered, moreover, that 
papers of a special character can only find a more or less 
limited audience. It is the self-denial of the few that 
sustains what is for the good of the many. 


Once more, we have only just reached a time when to 
speak out does not mean social and pecuniary loss. It is 
pitiful, but it is true that many people hold their tongues 
for fear of cheap ridicule, and give their evidence, if at all, 
shame-facedly and with many omissions and roundabout 
periphrases. What a large family Nicodemus has left 
behind him! A clear, plain statement of a psychical ex- 
perience is rare : especially so when properly signed and, 
where possible, corroborated. Such observations on cases 
as are sent to medical papers, like the “Lancet” or 
“ British Medical Journal,” are what we want in reference 
to alleged cures of disease by what is known as healing 
mediumship. Plain recitals of fact, such as are sent to 
“Nature” and similar periodicals, are what we want in 
reference to the phenomena which occur in circles and 
spontaneously in private life. Then we need to follow Mr. 
Stead’s advice and discuss our facts openly and freely, 
making the results publicly known. This must be done 
without fear or favour, not to discredit evidence or to pick 
holes in it, not to point out flaws while ignoring the real 
points that advance or confitm our knowledge: still less 
must it be done for the purpose of advertising a precon- 
ceived notion. If, for example, the known and acknow- 
ledged powers of the human spirit will satisfactorily account 
for and explain a particular occurrence, we are not to im- 
port the action of external spirit, because it is a cheap and 
easy deus ex machin and because we know of such action 
in other cases. If, on the other hand, the action of spirit 
other than that of the medium is indicated, we are not to 
refuse to recognise that action because it does not square 
with our prepossessions and preconceptions, Offences against 
these plain laws by which evidence ought to be treated are 
common among Spiritualists, who carry their jealousy of 
non-Spiritualist interpretation of obscure facts almost a3 
far as the stiff-necked scientist whose constant cry is, Spirit 
is the last thing I will give in to. Each fails of perfect 
candour and impartiality. The Spiritualist gathers much 
evidence that does not fairly support his theory. The 
Scientist rejects a mass of truth that finds no place in a 
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system from which he has practically excluded the action 
of unembodied spirit. 


A mong those men of scientific position who have boldly 
spoken out their convictions, and whe are honourably | 
distinguished by a frank recognition of 
accepted by their associates without more or loss of a 
grimace, the name of Carl du Prel is prominent, As an 
instance of bis thoroughness of treatment of obscure subjects 
the following words of his in “Nord und Sud” may be 


studied ;— 

One thing is clear; that is, that paychography must be 
ascribed to a transcendental origin, We ehall find (1) That 
the hypothesis of propared slates ia inadmiasiblo. (2) Tho 
lace on which the writing ia found is quite inacceasible to the 
Disda of the medium. In some cases the double slaty is avourely 
locked, leaving only room inside for the tiny morsel of alate 
hat the writing is actually done nt the timo. (4) 
Phat the medium is not writing. (5) The writing must be 
actually done with the slate or lead pencil. (6) Tho writing is 
done by an intelligent being, since the anawors are exactly 
pertinent to the questions, (T) This being can read, write, 
and understand the language of human beings, frequently such 
as is unknown to the medium, (8) It strongly resembles a 
human being, as well in the degree of its intelligence as in the 
mistakes sometimes made. These beings are therefere, although | 
invisible, of human nature or apecies. It ia no use whatever to 
fight againat this proposition. 
do ao in human language. (10) If they are asked who they 
are, they answer that they are beings who have left this world. 
(11) When these appearances become partly visible, perhaps 
only their hands, the hands soen are of human forms. (12) 
When these things become entirely visible, they show the 
human form and countenance. . .. . Spiritualism must be 
investigated by science. l should look upon myself as a coward 
if I did not openly express my convictiuns. 


Yes, it is cowardly to witbhold convictions that have been 
reached by the slow and laborious processes of patient 
investigation. It is also foolish to interrupt the patient 
search by inviting attention to experiments which are 
inchoate and incomplete or to theories which are not based 
on sufficiently wide generalisation. It is not less foolish to 
apply one universal law, which we cannot yet aflirm with 
certainty as to its action, to the vast variety of cases that 
meet the psychical student at every turn. Spiritualism has 
suffered from want of attention to these simple principles 
of investigation, 


nev. (3) 


The following comment in the “ Religio-Philosophical 
Journal” on the first ghost number of the “Review of 
Reviews” is to the point in connection with what I am 
now writing :— 

It does not seem to be too bold a speculation to believe 
that the patient methods of inductive science, the careful 
examination of evidence and the repeatedly renewed experi- 
ments of investigation will before long completely re-establish 
the failing belief in the reality of the world beyond the grave, 
and leave us with as little room fur doubt as to the existence of 
the epirit after death as we have now for doubting the existence 
of Behring Straits or of the Pyramids. It scems as if 
science were once more to vindicate her claim to be regarded 
as the handmaid of religion by atlurding conclusive demonstra- 
tion of its reality. $ 


Such words as these from the Editor of one of the popular | maladies would entirely disappear. 


and widely circulated magazines, and the fact that to psychical 
and spirit phenomena one entire number of the publication is 

iven, prove conclusively the importance to which this subject 

as grown in the public mind. ‘The investigations will be con- 
ducted in the future with larger knowledge of the powers and 
capacities of the mind than has existed hitherto and with 
greater discrimination than has marked ordinary investigations 
of Spiritualism. Some of the phenomena which have been 
regarded by Spiritualists as spirit manifestations may be shown 
to be due to the latent forces of the subject, but the essential 
truths of Spiritualism will be, as they are now being, corrobo- 
rated by the most rigid scrutiny. 


No doubt it is a sign of the times that a whole number of 
a very widely circulated periodical is given up to ghests. 
Since this comment appeared in our contemporary another 
number has followed, and no doubt there are others to 
come. It is, however, with the two concluding sentences 
that I find myself chiefly in agreement. Science, especially 
mental science, will, in the future, help us greatly in our 
investigations. And J have no fear whatever that the 
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| egventisl truths of Spiritualism "will be “corroborated i, 
Y 
the most rigid serutiny.” J 


in the * Adelaide Advertiser ” (Routh Australiay n repon 
causes not yet | of an addvess on * The Progress of Medicine,” delivered, 
before the University by Dr. Verco, the appointed brat 
of thv year, 
to draw attention, 
Vereco, and bis eye is on the future possibilities of his an, 
Itis not the body alone that he would treat. Having 
spoken of the almost boundless field that lies before medie) 
science in the prevention and treatinent of bodily disenge, 
he takes a wider sweep : 


nition of the spiritual in man, and to a wider and deeper cm 
Vietion that spiritual health is essential to a fulness of the 
physical, 
of mental disease, so alienation from the life of Goa is the 
evidence of spiritual disease; that as much of our physied 
sulleriny 
mentally —far short of insanity 
mental and physical, is the consequence of a deviation from the 
normal spiritually, 
vention 
| Immorality is a fruitful source of physical evil. 
(9) If these beings speak, they | demonstrated in the miserable catalogue of complaints induced 
by intemperance for instance. 
and chastity alone were universal, whole groups of 4 
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Reverting to the diagnosis and cure of dises w, Iting 


Init there are some points to which J desig 
Ho is a man of enthusiagin is De 


| am perauaded that we shall thus be led on to a recog 
That as alienation from the life of man is the mgs 


result of an aberration from the nomal 


the 
go much of our trouble, bub 


+ 
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There is a spiritual prophylaxis, the pre 
by religion. This inculeates morality, 


of 
We ace thi 


disease 


[f the two virtues of sobri 


And religion not only 
inculeates morality but furnishes its incentives. Such virtua 
demand control of the human appetites. — Education, law, self 
interest, public opinion have proved powerless to restrain, Re 
ligion can and does. Not superstition, or mysticism, or mete 
scholastic theology. But that spiritual activity which recog 
nises an cternal future as the issue, the ‘t erga” of the present; 
realises our responsibility to the Deity, believes in His truth, 
hopes in His promises, loves Him for His kindness, and rests 
in the providences of His wisdom and power. Here is a grand 
prophylactic. Let faith, hope, and love abide, immorality 
must cease, and with it all the physical sutfering it entails 
And more, the whole mental state would be so regulated as td 
promote its stability. Anger, with its fierceness ; ambition, 
with its tension and haste; covetousness, with its chronic 
miserliness, and its acute reckless plunging; care with its 
maddening anxiety ; egoism in its varied aspects, the very germ 
| of insanity, would be subdued, a salutary and sanitary peace 
would guard the mind and so mould the life as to repel rathet 
than invite the attack of mental maladies. 


Nor is this all :— 
There is, too, a spiritual therapeusis, a curative power 
If, as many affirm, faith in the medical man is so potent # 


February 18, 1802.) 


glomont in cure (and it ina large and roasonable ono), shall not 
a stronger faith in omnipotonco be more potent still? If the 
hopo of recovery is a valuable stimulant, and foar n dopressnnt 
which may ofton turn tho sealo, may thoro not be a more 
wworful adjuvant to trostmont in a sublimor hope which robs 
oven death of its torror and gives tho pationt a porfoet peace in 
view of the droadful possibilitios of disonse ? And for the solf- 
indulgont egotism, which is so often tho prooursor of insanity, 
what bettor euro can thoro bo than a self-denial and self-control 
apringing from unsollish love, And tho time shall surely como 
when the potentialities of a spiritual prophylaxis and thors- 
wusis shall bo more generally employed to the amotioration of 
tho condition of mankind aud the prolongation of life. Ladmit, 
we ate so Tutor-dopondont and interacting, we mutually alloc 
one another to such a degree that, wilh spirituality at a discount, 
the carefulness of tho individual bonelits only to n cortain 
extent even himeel!. But let obedience to spiritual 
Jaw became voneral, and its effects, I venture to attr, would 
exceed tho highest anticipations of tho most sanguino optimist 
in tho progressive vitality of our race. Who knows, if wo will 
but grasp the man in his entirety, body, soul, and spirit, our 
speed may be greater, our advance further, than any dreamer 
has ever dreamed, although wo shall never gain the goal. 
Ralboa, seoking the water of life, pushed to the coutinos of the 
world in vain, but looked out upon the boundless ocean of tho 
still Pacitic and found thore a botter immortality. And what 
we cannot achieve, shall by the graco of God be given us. The 
absolute perfection of the ctornal stato beyond the grave, 
revealed by seers of long ago, though to some bofore mo to-day 
no other than the baseless fabric of a vision, is to many 
millions of our race (among whom I am glad to be numbered) 
an unseen reality, an earnest expectation, a sure and cortain 
hope. We look for new heavens and a now earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness, and the spirits of just mon mado per- 
foct shall be clothed upon with spiritual bodies, incorruptible 
and immortal, and no one shall ever say, “1l am sick, and 
there shall bo no more wars, neither can they die any more.” 


It was not the place, perhaps Dr. Verco felt that ho 
was not the man, or that the time was not yet come for 
one in his position to speak more fully of the healing 
forces which wo are learning to transmit from healer to 
healed, from the healthy organism, with or without the 
superadded power of spirit, supplementing natural gifts, to 
the sutferer who has inherited physically the sins of his 
fathers, or who has sinned against his own self, or is the 
victim of some of the many vices of what it pleases us to 
call an advanced civilisation. Of the spiritual gifts there 
is none more blessed than the gift of healing, As it is with 
so many other of the obscure phenomena which we are 
studying we shall tind in the intellectual study of 
hypnotism, a key to and some explanation of its mysteries. 
But even with the faulty methods hitherto adopted we may 
safely say that some of the ailments and even diseases of a 
highly organised generation, which habitually lives at high 
pressure, will find their remedy in this gift of healing 
which is so eminently worthy of our attentive study. 


Mn, JENKINS’S WEATHER AtMANACK.—Weo have received a 
Chart (price 6d.) and a Weather Almanack (price 1d.) 
published by R. Morgan, 65, Wostuw-strest, Norwood, S.H. 
Tho two profess to give probablo weather for the current 
year, Wo bolieve that Mr. Jonkins was more than usually 
successful in bis forecasts last year. The almanack contains 
a good deal of useful information which will be serviceable 
to those who do not pin much faith to weather prophecy. 


Amupst the downward tendency and proneness of things, 
when every voice is raised for a new read or another statute, 
or a subscription of stock, for an improvement in dress, or in 
dentistry, for a new house or a larger business, fora political 
party, or the division of an ostato—will you not tolerate one 
or two solitary voices in the land, spouking for thoughts and 
principles not marketable or perishable ? Soon those im- 
provements and mechanical inventions will bo superseded ; 
these modes of living lost out of memory ; these cities rotted, 
ruined by war, by new inventions, by now soats of trade, or 
the geologie changes: all gone, like tho shells which sprinkle 
the seabeach with a white colony to-day, for over renewod 
to be for ever destroyed. But tho thoughts which these 
few hermits (tho ‘Transcondentalists) strove to proclaim by 
silence, as well as by speech, not ouly by what they did, but 
by what they forobore to do, shall abide in beauty and 
strength, to reorganiso themselves in nature, to invest thom- 
selves anew in other, perhaps higher endowed and happier 
mixed clay than ours, in fuer union with the surrounding 
systam, — EMERSON, 
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SPIRITUALISM : 


lrs Purves CoMPReIENSIVELY CONSIDERED, 


By Ilon. A. B. RICHMOND. 


“Nature is man’s bost toachor; she unfolds 
Hor tronsuros to his search, unsouls his oyo, 
Humos his mind and puritios his hoart; 
An influence broathos from all sights and sounds ! 

Of hor oxistence, sho is wisdom’'s solf,” 
—Ntreet’s Poems. 
AM natural phonomona aro manifested to us through the 
sonsos; thoy aro the only avenues through which a knowledge 
of objects or events can reach our consciousness; and 
although tho cause of tho manifestations may bo hidden in 
nature's boundless laboratory, yot the effects aro plainly 
visiblo, 


Thus wo soo that a blado of grass grows day by day 
through tho onergy called vogotativo lifo, yot what that life 
is wo do not know. Wo soo an apple fall, as did the great 
Nowbon, snd wo call the force that draws it toward the varth 
the attraction of gravitation, yet science cannot toll us what 
gravity is, or what causos it. Wo know that tho uttraction of 
mattor for matter moulds and forms alike the dew-drops and 
the orbs in stollar space, yot how, or when, or wherefore, are 
unsolved enigmas. We know that there is a love among 
atoms of mattor called chemical altinity, that unites an acid 
and an alkali in a marriage embrace, und an onmity whose 
antagonistic forco will divorco them; but what these con- 
tending powers are, scionce has not discovered. We know 
that electricity, by a force called induction, begets 
magnotism, and that magnetism by a similar law becomes 
tho parent of electricity, aud the great unsolved problem is: 
“What are those mysterious forces that aro interchangeable ? ” 
and chat undor difforont circumstances and conditions may 
bocomp vither parent or offspring. Around us on every side we 
soo tho offocts of natural laws which are as wondorful to our 
sonsos as any so-called spiritual phenomena, while their 
primordial causos aro beyond tho reach of scientitic researches 
or investigation. The eminent savant Lacono says :— 


“Wo know the effects of many things, but the causes of few.” 


Mankind recognises the former through the evidence of 
our senses, while the latter are only made apparent by a 
process of inductive reasoning. Ktfects can be proven by the 
testimony of observers, while causes are the enactments of 
nature's tnknown sonate, whose laws govern all movements 
and formations of matter. The mysteries of human life have 
evaded the research of scionce, yet inductive philosophy 
teaches us that its continuity is not more improbable than 
its prosont existonce, We witnoss the present effect called 
sontiont lifo. We do not know its cause, and we know no 
reason why it should not continue beyond the phenomenon 
of duath ; and if it can and doos prove its existence beyond 
tho grave by the same evidence we recognise of this life, how 
cau wo doubt or disbelieve ? 

Wo receive through the clicks of the telegraph a com- 
munication from a distant friend. The operator interprets 
the raps of the sounder to us; they narrate memories of the 
past, relate facts known only to ourselves and the distant 
friend. We recognise them, and know that that friend is 
living and communicating with us, and upon this knowledge 
wo act in tho most momontous affairs of life. There is 
nothing in the mechanical devices of the telegraph lino or 
ottico that carries conviction te our minds. We form our 
opinion of the truth of the messago by the innate evidence 
it possesses of mutual knowledge, memory, ov affection. And 
wo could not doubt if wo would. Then we receive a similar 
mossago from a friend who has “passod away.” We have 
tho same innate ovidence of its genuineness that we have of 
tho one transmitted by the mysterious throbbings of 
vloctricity ; yos! even more, for this last communication is 
written in tho handwriting wo remember so woll. We 
rovogniso the mental charactoristics of the deceased; the 
peculiar forms of expression not obsorvable in the telegram 
aro thoro, and added to this is the well-known signature 
whose form is indolibly impressed upon our memory; all 
those unmistakable evidences of personality are there, and 
tho thinking mind cannot but bo convinced that the friend 
still lives, and that tho mouldering form in the grave is but 
tho cast-off raimont of this lifo oxchangod for the glorious 
habiliments of immortality. 


In seientific inquiry philosophers do not ignore the 


ovidenve of visible facts because their causo is unknown, but 
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recognising them, they search for the laws that govern and 
created them. The eloquent tongue is but a clod of senseless 
matter that raps the air in recognised vibrations to which 
language has affixed a meaning. “Yes and “No” are but 
different numbers of vibrations or raps on the tympanum of 
the ear, which English-speaking people have agreed should 
be an affirmation or negation; yet the phenomenon is not 
different from the raps on the table by some unknown living 
force. It is not more mysterious than that which moves the 
tongue ; and when both are governed by an intelligence that 
has human characteristics, how can we doubt the parentage 
of one more than the other f 
If we hear human intelligence manifested by tongue or 
raps, or see it in the movement of inert and inanimate 
matter, we must know that a human mind is the unseen 
“power behind the throne greater than the throne itself,” 
and that all intelligence, however manifested, is but a 
mandate of the monarch, human reason, whose sceptre is 
thought, and whose kingdom the boundless realm of in- 
teilectual mentality. We know that all phenomena that 
manifest intelligence are sui generis They cannot be 
counterfeited, There is no spurious coin among the circulat- 
ing media of human thought. There is no similitude of the 
human mind, and when we see it manifested by pen or 
planchette, or hear it in the raps of tongue or table, we 
know that we cannot be deceived iu the nature of the force 
that causes the phenomena. If intellect, memory, and love 
control the unseen forces, then they must be phenomena of 4 
humau soul, for they can emanate from no other source. There 
is no power in the universe that can simulate them. The 
only mint of the human mind is the human soul, and there 
can be no counterfeit of either its impress or the pure metal 
of its coinage. 

Life is not more apparent to the senses than is intellect. 

It is true that there may be life without intellect, but not 
intellect without life, and where it is manifested, in what- 
ever form it may be observed, it is certain that life is there 
also; wherefore the faintest raps that convey intelligence 
are positive evidence of the presence of both life and a 
human mind. The marks of identification of personal in- 
tellectuality are more plain and certain than are those of 
physical foundations. Men are neurer alike in body than in 
mind. As in the celebrated Tichborne trial in England, men 
have often personated other men frorn a resemblance in 
form and features, but never in mentality or intellectual 
acquirements. If an intelligence manifests itself to us by 
any means, its personality can be determined by proof that 
is absolutely conclusive. Therefore, when a human intellect 
with its peculiar mental characteristics makes its presence 
known to us either by raps, vocal sounds, or writing, no fact 
can be made more clearly apparent to our senses. It 
matters not that the casket that once contained it in earth- 
life has long since been given to death and decay, the soul 
surely lives and retains its personality if it can remember 
incidents uf the past, and relate thera through any physical 
phenomena, however insignificant they may appear to those 
unacquainted with the laws and conditions of spirit life. 

An orthodox friend remarked to me the other day that 
he could not believe that the spirits of our dead would stoop 
so low as to communicate with their earthly friends by raps 
on old tables and tambourines. A smiling sneer enlivened 
his intellectual countenance when he uttered this profound 
argument against well-known phenomena, and I was corn- 
pelled to acknowledge its force and logic with the remark: 
“That it was strange, it is true; almost as much so as that 
a spirit should communicate with a denizen of earth through 
the sonorous vocal organs of Balaam’s old and faithful 

’ servant.” 

The credulity of orthodox Christians will permit them to 
believe that the spirit world can and has communicated with 
men through the lips of an “ Asinus vulyarts,” yet they most 
vehemently deny the possibility of a like occurrence through 
the hands and lips of their mecdiumistic friends and neigh- 
bours. They believe that such occult phenomena have 
occurred in times past through the unchangeable laws of an 
immutable God, and yet deny that they can occur to-day. 
The priesthood of to-day claim to be the only mediums 
between man and a future life. They seem to be afraid to 
admit the possibility of the mediumship of the past occurriug 
at the present time, lest infidelity might draw an invidious 
comparison between the mediums of Balaam’s tiie and 
those of the sacred desk or pulpit. 
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It is common occurrence for urthodox Christians ty ‘ec 
at the plebsian mode of spirit communications, Thay 
to forget that in accordance with a belief of their bree, 
their Saviour, a God, was born in a manger, and for heat 
thirty years worked with His reputed father at the |i» 
calling of a carpenter, and, while on His holy mission, ely 
sorted with Magdalena and fishermen, depending Upan thy 
charity of the public for His daily bread. But what avail t, 
sneers and sarcasm of bigotry and creeds if the facts uxin + 


Till they can rail the seal from off the bond, 
They but offend their lungs to speak so loud. 


Under the enlightenment of advancing thought, it is impa 
sible to-day to silence inquiry, or stifle the investigation 4 
any subject in which the people feel an interest. As Pr, 
fessor James T. Bixby in the “Arena” for November says ~ 

“The modern mind is thoroughly wide awake and ba 
quite thrown off the leading strings of ancient timidity. 
looks all the questions in the face, and demands to be shvey 
the real facts in every realm. All the traditions of hist, 
the laws of science, and the principles of morals sre ove. 
hauled, and the foundations on which they rest relentlessly 
probed. And our modern curiosity can see no reason why i 
should cease its investigation when it comes to the fronticn 
of religion. It deers no dogma too old to be summon 
before its bar, no Pope or Scripture too venerable to be pe 
in the witness-hox and cross-examined as to its accuracy & 
authority.” 

Such is surely the spirit of the age in which we live 4 
Science is a relentless Iconoclast, and has no respect for the 
sacred images of past superstition, whether carved in matii | 


or enunciated in the articles of faith or creedai dogmi 
What are the facts to be investigated is the questicn « 
educated thought, and faith and hope to have place in tm 
laboratories of either scientific or mental research * Fait 
has no scales in which can be accurately weighzd the testi- 
mony of the senses, but is rather the dust in the cup of th 
balance, to be removed before facts are placed therein, les 
it gives a false impetus to the descending scale; while bom | 
is but an idle wish, often prompted by personal desires ars 
selfishness, and whose gratification would be injustice to th | 
world, 

Is there a life beyond the awful mysteries of death ê is — 
the all-absorbing question of sentient thought, and nothizz 
but facts will ever answer it to the conviction of reason ané 
reflection, The evidence of facts must be proven by thé 
experience of the senses; no other witnesses can truthfully 
testify in the case, and when the testimony is before th: 
court of the human mind, the verdict will be as involuntary | 
as are the movements of the heart or lungs. No special 
pleading by faith or pettifogging by hope will avail w 
change the decision of that great tribunal. It is certais 
that a belief in spirit visitations and manifestations is a 
recorded fact of all ages, and among all people, and to-day 
so-called modern Spiritualism is permeating all Christian 
organisations. In a covert way it is whispered in many 
asermon from orthodox divines. Church members secretly 
visit the séance-room and there find confirmatory evidence ot 
the basic facts of all creeds. The great sensational evangelist, 
Dr. Talmage, in a recent sermou, speaking of death, said:— 

“The apparent feeling of uneasiness and restlessness at 
the time of the Christian's departure, the physicians say, is 
caused by no real distress. It is an unconscious and involun- 
tary movement, and I think in many cases it is the vision of 
Heavenly gladness too great for mortal endurance. It is only 
Heaven breaking in on the departing spirit. You see your 
works will be done and the time for departure will be a: 
hand, and there will be wings under you, and songs let loose 
on the air, and your old father and mother, gone for year, 
will descead into the room, and your little children, whom 
you put away for the last sleep years ago, will be at your 
side, and their kiss will be on your foreheads, and you will 
see gardens in full bloom and the swinging open of shining 
gates, and will hear voices long ago hushed. In many à 
Christian departure that you have known and I have known 
there was in the phraseology of the departing ones something 
that indicated the reappearance of those long deceased. It 
is no delirium, no delusion, but a supernal fact. Your 
glorified loved ones will hear that you are about to come, 
and they will say in Heaven, ‘ May I go down to show that 
soul the way up? May I be the celestial escort? May! 
wait for that soul at the edge of the pillow?’ And the 
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the Heavenly world, you will see and hear. And the moment 
the Seshy bond of the soul shal] break, the cry will be: 
‘Follow me! Up this way! By this gilded cloud, past these 
gan straight for home, straight for glory.’ ” 

These utterances of Dr. Talmage, when shorn of their 
tinsel rhetoric and gaudy verbiage, are a simple avowal of 
the facts claimed by Spiritualists. They assert a spirit life 
wherein the spirits of those who have passed away have a 
knowledge of the events transpiring on earth. That they 
remember and love those who were dear to them in this life, 
and that under certain conditions they can return to earth 
with their consoling influence, and accompany the departing 
wul to its future abode of supernal bliss. And when the 
time comes, as it surely will; when the beautiful philosophy 
of Spiritualism can be enunciated in all the pulpits in the 
land without danger to the tenure of “Othello’s occupation,” 
twill be the religion of the world. Then, and nct until 
then, wil] the trve Millennium come. “Then shall death 
be swallowed up in victory, and all tears wiped away from 
sil faces,” and all mankind shall know “That if a man dies, 
be sball live again.” 

And that Death is the crown of life: 

Were death denied, poor man would live in vain: 

Death wounds to cure; we fall, we rise, we reign; 

Spring from our fetters, fasten to the skies, 

Where blooming Edens open on our sight; 

The king of terrors is the prince of peace. 

—‘‘ PROGRESSIVE THINKER.” 


“NATURAL FUOD.” 

“Natural Food “is a monthly journal (L. N. Fowler, 

Ladgstecireus, E.C. Price ld.) devoted to the advocacy of 

a healthy system of life as understood by the “Natural Food 
Secdety.” This system is shortly set forth thus :— 


The Natural Food Society is founded in the belief that 
the food of primeval man consisted of fruit and nuts of sub- 
tropical climes, spontaneously produced ; that on these foods 
man was (and may again become) at least as free from 
disease as the animals are in a state of nature. Physiologists 
wite in teaching that these foods are adapted to digestion 
ia the main stomach, where, it is contended by this society, 
the great bulk of our food should be digested; whereas 
cereals, pulses, bread, and in fact all starch foods are chiefly 
digested in the intestines, and hence, it is maintained, are 
unnatural and disease-inducing foods, and the chief cause 
ef the nervous prostration and broken-down health that 
abound on all sides, 

Since nuts and fruits—especially the former—are not 
alwys obtainable in right varieties and conditions, and since 
mos people have weakened powers of digestion and assimi- 
lation, and are thus unable properly to digest nuts, and are 
also obliged to perform more work than is natural or health- 
fal, it is recommended that milk, curd or mild cheese, and 
tegs be liberally used instead. and as supplemental to the 
rut diet. For all those not vegetarians, and also for all 
with whom milk and eggs do not agree, the usual diet of fish 
œ fesh is recommended instead. These animal products and 
sh foods are “natural ” only in the sense that they are 
suitable for digestion in the first stomach, and are free from 
the chjections made against bread and other cereal and 
starch foods; and are valuable and necessary as long—and 
only as long—as men and women, under the exigencies and 
strain of modern life, are obliged to perform more work than 
it natura! or healthful. 

We urge that all fruits in their season—including figs. 
dees, bananas, prunes, raisins, and apples, &c., fresh and 
dried. each of many varieties—be substituted for brcud and 
ober grein foods and starch vegetables; and experience con- 
Vinces us that this course will be found by a brief experi- 
mec: highly beneficial, alike to the meat-eater and to the 
vegetarian. 

That is, provided you eat fruit and plenty of it, you 
wey eat anything else yuu like except “the staff of life,” 
grain food, and the starch vegetables ! 


Tevrz.—The most powerful goddess, and one that rules 
mankind with the most authoritative sway, is Truth. For 
trough she is resisted by all, and oftentimes has drawn up 
against her the plausibilities of falsehood in the subtlest 
forms, she triumphs over all oppositions. I know not how 
it is that she, by her own unadorned charms, forces herself 
inte the heart of man. At times her power is instantly felt ; 
it other times, though obscured for awhile, she at last bursts 
mth in meridian splendour, and conquers by her innate 
force the falsehood with which she had been oppressed. 
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Lord will say: ‘Yes. You may fly down on that mission.” 
And 1 think all your glorified kindred will come down, 
and they will be in the room, and although those in health 
stsnding around may hear no voice and see no arrival from 


ONE OF MR. STEAD'S “PRACTICAL GHOSTS.” 


The following account has been handed to us by a 
correspondent. The details are trivial enough in them- 
selves, but by no means unworthy of consideration as 
indicating watchful care on the part of those who acted as 
guardians of the family. 

The narrative is given as it was sent. It is evidently 
written with a strong sense of the protective guardianship 
of unseen friends, and will interest many of our readers, 
and perhaps set some “ Cut bono?” critics thinking :— 


A short time since I lost my cook, and knowing the 
difficulty of obtaining servants immediately before Christmas 
I decided not to try as I had a temporary helper, so excellent 
in every way that I deemed it wiser to wait till atter 
Christmas. This woman, whom we will designate Mrs. B., 
was a quiet. seemingly respectable, married woman, who came 
to my bedroom every morning for orders and executed thein 
in the most satisfactory manner. l must here mention thet 
I was confined to my room with a sprained ankle, and £o 
my daughters had to give all extra small orders and look 
after the general comfort. A week passed, and so pleased 
was I that I had B.'s husband to dinner on Sunday, and 
wrote to a country friend desiring her not to trouble about 
me as I was settled, feeling half inclined to continue with 
Mrs. B. until we should leave this house. On the Monday 
she came as usual to my room. I asked her how she felt, as 
she looked peculiarly heavy, and I imagined she had a head- 
ache, but she said she was quite well and we had a few 
pleasant words, in which she thanked me for my kindness to 
her husband. On Tuesday the same distinguished politeness 
marked our proceedings. An hour afterwards, up came my 
elder daughter to say that her own father, my first husband, 
had seized her hand and told her. “That B. is a beast, don't 
let her worry your mother.” I laughed at the idea and bade 
her tell him he must be mistaken. At twelve o'clock both 
my daughters went out for their daily constitutional, but in 
less than five minutes my younger child (who is a very strong 
psychic) rushed up to me, saying that neither she nor her 
sister found it easy to walk, but Aer legs actually refused to 
move, and her hand was seized and she wrote on her dress, 
“Go back! Go back!” They came back, got pencil and 
paper, and again the same spirit wrote, “Don't leave your 
mother, that beast B. will go and abuse her and upset her.” 
Now, to my shame be it recorded, I was quite cross, and 
said “ Really, this is too ridiculous. A quiet. orderly woman 
like that: I am afraid, my dear. you are getting fanatical.” 
However, as they had already arranged that one should go 
out one half-hour, and the other the next, so that one 
remained with me, I made no further demur. Now comes 
the sequel. Within half an hour my elder daughter returned, 
This woman B. picked a quarrel with her over nothing, and 
rushed up to me. My housemaid rushed after her, begginy 
her not to come to me. But my daughter having been 
forewarned ran so fast as to get in front of her and then 
dared her to go to my room. The woman seemed quite 
beside herself, but my daughter's decision quelled her. Our 
unseen friends then made rather sarcastic remarks upon my 
incredulity, and begged me to pay her and send her off, 
assuring me she was a drunkard and a desperate woman. 
They said, “She drinks rum, and has a bottle now in her 
pocket,” so I followed their advice, and she went; and now 
comes the test of their perfect veracity. I said to my house- 
maid, “Did you know she drank?” “No, ma’am; but on 
Sunday her husband brought her a bottle of something, I 
couldn't make it out; it was not whisky nor brandy; it 
was darker, and had such an odd smell. She offered me 
some, and it did smell so nasty!” I think this amply 
proves the rum's identity, and I presume I need make no 
comment on the value of our dear spirit friends’ warning, 
for all helped, though my first husband was the first to speak, 
This is not a dreamy experience, and is the more astonishing 
to us as we are not used to such phenomena, but rather have 
spiritual teachings. N. S. 


JULIA AND Mary HowaRrD, maiden twin sisters, died at their 
home in Wilkesbarre almost at the same hour. They died 
on the same day of the year and at the same hour as they were 
born. They were sixty years of age, and lived together all 
their lives. 
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IN THE COURT OF THE GENTILES. 


In the comments which we published last week we were 
chietly concerned with Mr. Stead’s attitude towards his 
evidence. He has rubbed his lamp, and genii by the 
legion come obedient to his call. No further room for 
doubt. What Spiritualists have known by practical ex- 
perience these fifty years; what may be read in the history 
of all peoples, the more primitive the more plentifully ; 
what the Society for Psychical Research is still tentatively 
nibbling at, Mr. Stead has convinced himself of with an 
alacrity and a certainty that has left him rubbing his eyes 
instead of his magic lamp. ‘There is something in 
Spiritualism beyond mere fraud and more or less conscious 
self-delusion.” Of course there is: only the purblind and 
the blind who will not see—whose craft is in danger-—now 
deny that proposition. The race of materialists and 
pseudo-psychologists of the Carpenterian school is doomed. 
“Mr. Stead secs this, and concerns himself, very justly, more 
with the possibilities involved in the admission of proven 
facts than with laboured proof of the facts themselves. 
Interesting as he finds them on the lowest grounds, it is in 
their effect on the lives of those who have proved them for 
themselves that he finds their chief significance :— 


If these things be true what a world it is in which we aro 
living, how mysterious, how incomprehensible, how vastly 
different from tho universe in which most of us spend our 
lives! Whatever may be thought as to the credibility of these 
witnesses, there is no doubt that they havo firmly persuaded 
themselves, and have succeeded in convincing many others, that 
there is some reality behind their experience. In many cases 
there seems to be no doubt that these phenomena, whether 
genuine or the merest hallucination, havo succeeded in doing 
what the sublimest religions often have failed to do, namely, to 
banish the droad of death. It is, of course, easy to make fun 
of the inane drivel, which is often communicated in inspira- 
tional addresses, and to declare that the possibility of having 
to rap on tables and indulge in vulgar horseplay, such as 
that attributed to many spirits at many seances, is to 
add a new terror to death. But this is an outside view 
of the matter. Every religion and every belief must not be 
judged by the grotesque side which it presents to observers, 
but by the effect which it has on the life and heart of those who 
sincerely believe it. Wery many of the phenomena now under 
consideration have achieved that victory over death and the 
grave which to the majority of Christians is only a phrase or a 
prophecy. lt is that element about Spiritualism which has 
always seemed to me to constitute its claim te respectful con- 
sideration. Granting that its phenomena are often ridiculous, 


and that its utterances are platitudinous inanities, and that the 
whole system as it has been presented to the public has been 
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largely compounded of fraud and insanity, still the fact, romai 

that to many mon and women living amongst us this inung ca 
drivolling superstition has come as nn emancipator from th 
dread of death. j 


Ho cites tho opinion of the late Lady Sandhurst, of the 
Kditor of this journal, of William Lloyd Garrison 
“important testimony by n very remarkable man ”~ why 
said that of his own personal knowledgo “the leading mey 
and women in the Anti-Slavory, Anti-War, and Women, 
Rights movements, and some other societies of n progra, — 
sive charactor, are Spiritualists.” He might have addej 
that it was Spiritualism which emancipated the Russia, | 
sorf and freed the slave in the Southern States of Amerie, 
But, after all, he is right in fastening attention on the 
crowning evidence of the potency of this knowledge, that | 
it conquers death and robs the grave of its terrors. It ha, | 
indeed, “ succecded in doing what the most sublime religion | 
often have failed to do: it has achieved that victory ove 
death and the grave which to the majority of Christians iy i 
only a phrase or a prophecy.” i 

This being so, we may endure to look upon the pheno. 
mena of possession, upon the uncleanness, the ineptitude, 
and the “ objectless lies” (as a prominent Spiritualist one 
called them) that shelter themselves under our faulty 
methods of investigation, without much of a shudder. li 
we improve our methods we shall improve our results, 
There is, in our opinion, something both manly and genuine 
in Mr. Stead’s attitude to these matters when he demands 
more light. “ Instead of the subject being scouted, and 
tabooed, and ridiculed, and all information hidden from the 
common people,” he demands that “it shall be openly dis 
cussed, freely handled, and the results of the investigation 
made known to every one. There is nothing in the world 
as healthy as light. It is because the light has not been let 
in upon this realm that the atmosphere is so mephitie, 
‘ Light, more light’ must be in this, as in all other realms 
of nature, the constant cry of the searcher for truth.” 
With a saving reservation as to the “so mephitic” we 
entirely agree with Mr. Stead. 

But he has been hardly fortunate in his cases; they 
must be admitted to be a rather forbidding sample, and 
they are not a fair sample of results obtained in the family 
circle—that stronghold of the best Spiritualism—results 
which from the very sacred nature of them cannot become 
public property in the vast majority of instances. There 
is a vail which may not be lifted, and the best cases of the 
return of departed friends to those who mourn their loss 
are not likely to be published to a gibing world, submitted 
to ruthless dissection, or to a smart Old Bailey cross 
examination. There is a wealth of fact—the best and 
most convincing —and this Mr. Stead has not reached. 

Moreover, the investigation which he desiderates must 
be according to knowledge. Nothing is more certain than 
that the methods which find favour with a certain school 
of research— the microscope of Mr. Podmore” as the 
“« Pall Mall Gazette ” has it—will exclude a large mass of 
the best and most instructive cases. This elaborate sifting 
may secure a good body of evidence, but it will be a body 
without a spirit, a corpus bereft of a soul. These “ spiritual 
things are spiritually discerned,” and the best evidence for 
the truth that we claim for Spiritualism escapes the inves- 
tigator whose methods are those of the laboratory of 
physical science. 

Nor is this all. It is easy as it is right to point to the 
obvious dangers that beset the investigation in a promis- 
cuous circle to which (as Colonel Olcott once said) “any 
chance moral leper who has five shillings in his pocket” 
has access ; it is easy, also, to magnify those dangers to the 
“moral leper” who will probably do more harm than he 
gets; but we must go a great deal further than Mr. Stead 
has gone if we are to eschew all risk and to achieve the 
best results. Our treatment of these matters must be at 
present largely empirical. That which we know is as 
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gmin of sand to the mountain of our ignorance. We can- | RECORDS OF PRIVATE SEANCES FROM NOTES TAKEN 


got reproduce our most successful experiments at will. 
We cannot command the “intelligent operator at the 
wher end of the line ”—if we could he would be on a 
lower plane than ourselves, and since the avowed object 
of our quest seems to be cynically confessed to be “ Get 
all and give as little as you can,” though we might possibly 
benefit Aim, he cannot greatly increase our store of know- 
ledge or raise us to the plane to which we should aspire. 
We know little more than that the aftinities of the 
higher spirits are with their peers. If we would commune 
with them mental acumen and intellectual ability are not 
the equipments exclusively required for success. Spiritual 
qualities are imperatively essential, and these are not 
found in societies, committees, or organisations. These 
have their work in tabulating and arranging facts already 
observed: a poor mechanical work compared with that 
most delicate of all investigations—if so inappropriate a 
term may pass for the moment—where spirit is face to face 


_ with spirit, and the things of spirit need spiritual discern- 


ment. The measure of the success—or shall we rather say 
failure !—which has attended the humbler labour may indi- 
cate the hope of success in that which demands the rarer 
gts of the spirit, supplemented, if it may so be, with 
adequate intellectual equipment. 

We are accustomed to dwell on the antithesis of matter 
and spirit, perhaps more frequently than wisely. For, in 
pain truth, we know little about the realities that are in- 
dicated by those mere labels. It may be startling to 
suggest that there is often a similar antithesis between the 
pride of intellect and the graces of spirit which are a pass- 
port to the inner court of the temple, the gates of which do 
not stand idly open to the curious. 

Mr. Stead describes himself, with proud humility, as 
“standing in the court of the Gentiles—a kind of bellman 
to summon the public.” As bellman, he is a distinct success. 
“His sound has gone forth into all lands and his words 
unto the ends of the world.” He has summoned his people. 
Now, what is he going to do with them? That is the 
problem. And many there are whom the sound of his bell 
will not reach: the best as they are the most inaccessible 
of Spiritualists, 


En Memoriam, 


Stasnore TeMpLeman Speer, M.D., who departed this life 
suddenly at Clifton, Bristol, February 9th, 1889. Deeply 
mourned : ever regretted. 
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“How I was TAUGHT oF THE Spirit” is now once more 
(for the last time) on sale at our oftices (price 64d. post free). 
We have some thirty copies ; when these are gone, no. more 
tan be had. 

Is answer to inquiries we are in a position to say that 
proofs on thick paper of the illustration which appeared in 
our issue of February 6th, “Where is She Now?” will be 
on sale at our oftices in a short time. 

“Bic Bex."—A Curious Corncrpence.—A most curious 
‘incidence with regard to the death of the late Duke of 
Clarence has come under the notice of the London corre- 
eo of the “Manchester Courier.” It is as follows :— 

ere is, it seems, a superstition that when “Big Ben,” the 
Clock at Westminster, strikes irregularly at midnight evil 
will befall the Royal House within three months. At twelve 
clock on the night of November 14th, the members of a 
Whtical club within a stone’s throw of the Houses of 
Parliament were astonished to hear the quarter chimes 
wounding gee y with the hour strokes, and to note 
that “Big Ben” struck thirteen times. The event was 
mented on, and the day being a critical one in the illness 
of Princo George, his name was—happily incorrectly— 
“sociated with the evil omen. Twe months after, to the 
very day, his elder brother died. 


AT THE TIME OF EACH SITTING. 


No. IV. 
From rue Recorns or Mrs, S. 

During our separation he had been visiting in a town 
in the north of the island, whero he had lost a valued 
friend. On August 17th he joined us at Douglas, and 
on the same evening we renewed our investigations. We 
had chosen for our seance-room one that led out of the 
dining-room : a compact, sombre looking apartment, with w 
stained-glass window, so that little sunlight over came into 
it. Mr. S. M. and myself were alone; Dr. S. had _not 
yot joined us. Just as we were sitting down, waiting for 
him, before turning down the gas and locking the door, the 
table rose up, and came down with so loud a noise that I 
confess to feeling greatly startled. This evening the raps 
were varied, continuous, and some very luud. We counted 
seven different sounds, Distinct answers were given to ques- 
tions, We were informed that there were forty-nine spirits* 
in the room, all good, appointed to take charge of the circle. 
Mr. S. M. asked whether they wished to use him as an 
instrument to make known to the world the truth of 
spiritual manifestations. The noise they made in answer 
was tremendous; it was like a crowd of people applauding 
at a public meeting, rapping and knocking with their feet 
and hands. Sounds were made all over the room, and gave 
one the idea of pleasure. They made the same jubilant 
sounds when I remarked that “J always now prayed to be 
surrounded by good spirits.” 

This evening Mr. S. M. was moved away from the table, 
his chair as he sat turned round, and pushed into a corner. 
The table turned round without contact, and lifted itself up. 

The next day was Sunday, and a memorable day it was 
to us all: one never to be forgotten. At breakfast a butter- 
knife was lifted out of a deep glass butter-dish and thrown 
down upon the table, no visible hand near it. During the 
time we were at church raps were heard by each member of 
the circle in different parts of the pew in which we were all 
sitting. On our return Mr. S. M. found on his bed three 
things removed from his dressing-table, and placed in the 
form of a cross on his bed. He called Dr. S. into the 
room to see what had taken place during our absence. Dr. 
S. heard loud raps on the footboard of the bed. He then 
locked the door, put the key in his pocket, and left the 
room vacant for a time. We went to dinner, and during our 
meal the large dining-table, covered with glass, china, &c., 
repeatedly moved, tilted, and rapped; it seemed to be full of 
life and motion. Raps accompanied the tune of a hymn our 
little girl was singing, and intelligent raps followed our 
conversation. We paid several visits to the locked-up room, 
and each time found an addition had been made to the cross, 
Dr. S. kept the key, unlocked the door, and left the room 
last. At last all was finished. The cross was placed down the 
centre of the bed ; all the dressing things had been used that 
our friend had in his travelling dressing case. Each time we 
went into the room raps occurred. At our last visit it was 
proposed to leave a piece of paper and pencil on the bed, and 
when we returned again we found the mitials of three 
friends of Mr. S. M.’s, all dead, and unknown to anyone in 
the house but himself. The cross was perfectly symmetrical, 
and had been made in a locked room that no one could enter, 
and was indeed a startling manifestation of spirit power. 

August 19th. Mr. S. M. and Dr. S. sat alone, and had letters 
and pamphlets brought to them, taken from the room in which 
I was then sitting, in the light. Papers and gloves were thrown 
on the table; alsoa quantity of scent. After this 1 went into 
the room, and on sitting down a message was given through 
raps on the table, “Can’t my medium rest ? ”t 

August 21st. A book was brought from one room to the 
other; message rapped out, “ To convince.” On my going 
into the séance-room to join the gentlemen, raps came on the 
table; message given, “Let Mrs. S. sit.” 

August 22nd. We met again the next evening, and sat 
under the same conditions. Rapping generally occurred at the 
commencement of our seances. Mr. S. M.'s smoking-cap was 
brought to him and placed on his head. Dr. S.’s was 

| thrown across the room; a pair of gloves on to tho table; 

* I have noticed the symbolism of 7 (the perfect number) x 7, 


making 49, in other cases, Whether the nun:ber is to be taken as reul 
or symbolic I do not know.—S. M. 


i I felt the depleting effect of these continuous seances.—S. M. 
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my vard-easo, opera-glaas, nnd pou-wipor brought down from | out: “Wo wish to rosolve doubts, Koup thyavll trong ang 
the drawing-room through two clowwd doors, and placed | quiet.” Tho manifestations woro disturbo, owing bos aa Sieg) 
on tho tablo. Paper and pencils woro on tho tablo, | inlluonco naddo to tho cirolo 
Mr. S M. was unconsciously forced to write ho know ‘ae 
what. Light was asked for through tho alphabot. On look- 
ing on tho paper l saw the word " K—d "in tho writing 
of one of our oldost and dourost frionds, De. N. maid, 
“So the spirit of our old friond, Miss K-——d, in pronont.” 
Mr. S. M.'s haud was constriainod to writo again, You; bam 
come back to toll you I am happy. 1 cannot improns this 
modium to-night.” Ho was again mado to writo with tho 
greatost iwpotuosity, in quito a diNoront handwriting, tho 
following moasago : Have you soon mamtostations? Shakers P 
Thero will bo grout doings on tho varth, Ho will visit tho 
varth with a now revelation, and dying faith will bo re- 
plonishod, You have a band of forty-nine spirita, who nro 
commissioned to tako caro of you; who alao, through your 
modiumship, will make known grout things to tho world, 
Tho timo has como whon the world shadé know that thoro in 
a horvaftor, snd that tho spirits of those who are gono before 
have a caro for those they love, Wo watch nnd guard you, 
and those you love, We aro always with you and koop you 
day and night. Ho shall give His angols charge over theo,” 

August 23rd, Mr. S.M. found on going into his room a crown 
composed on tho bed, as the cross had boon, Ho callod us 
to seo it. Dr. X. put paper and pencil by it, and locked tho 
door, taking tho koy. On returning somo timo afterwards wo 
found written on the papor that had boon loft: “Cross and 
orown. We are happy,” signod by tho samo spirits that had 
written before, That same ovoning wo hold a soanco, and the 
medium was controllod to write the following message : “Wo 
mado the cross, and wo made the crown, Wo wish to show you 
that the cross shall precede the crown, and that, in your 
case, tho cross that has boon shall be succoodod by the crown 
that is to be. We are watching and guarding you, Shakers 
referred to a manifestation of which you aro yet uncon- 
scious. You will hear one day of great manifestations. You 
asked the name of the chief of your band. You must not 
know it yet; but one day we will tell you. Moantime you 
must believe that all that has been done has boon done by 
Divine guidance. God bless you.” At this timo whenever the 
medium wrote it was with the grontest rapidity ; it sometimes 
took all Dr. S.’s strongth to keop his hand on the paper: it 
would try to write all over the table, Tho forco used seumed 
tremendous. 

The next evening soveral things were brought through the 
closed door into the seance-room: a book from Dr. 8,'s 
dressing-room ; a roso and stone from Mr. S. M.’s room; and 
pencil, threo visiting cards, and sholl from the drawing- 
room. The medium was controlled to write the following 
message: “We do not propose to try our modimn much 
to-night. We have much to communicate, but it trios the 
medium, One day we shall be able to use him move freely, 
At present it is like playing on a strange instrumont, and 
we sre tender towards him, Do not sit unless under 
direction. Tho physical manifestations are for your convic- 
tion, Wait.—ImMrenaron.” 

August 30th. Many things wore brought from diferent 
parts of the house through the locked door this evening, 
Mr. 8. M. was levitated, and whon I folt for his fect they 
wore hanging in mid-air, while hin hoad must have slinost 
touched the ceiling, After ho camo down n little handbol) 
was rung round the circle, 

September 4th was the evening that Dr. S.'s little 
sister first came to us. Wo had sat some time, and written 
messages had been given, when we heard a gontlo Sittle 
rapping cn the medinim'’s chair, Dr. S. asked that tho 
raps would come on the table, Alphabet was asked for, and 
mussuge given, “ Dicu vous gardo,” We wero further 
informed that the French message was given by tho spirit of 
a little sister of Dr. B.'s, who had pursed away fifty yours 
ago ut Tours, at the age of seven months, Hor little raps 
were most joyous, and belore leaving she gave anothor 
message through the table: “Jo suis heureusy, très heurouse.” 
Then another rap camo of quite a different wort, and gave 
the imvnnaye, "Benedictus Benedicat ” (May the Blessed 
One bless you). 

September Kith, We met as usual. This evening many 
things wero brought to us from different parts of the houne, 
and a glove and pin-cushion put into my hand, 

Hoptomber 16th. My cousin, Mra, C., joined our circle. 


brought into the room, Message rapped 


Soptombor th, Thin evening wo mot for the baat tine iy 
Doughis, ns the modium had to roturn bo town, amil wo wep 
romaning longor, Vory Little physical manitostation occurs 
boyond raps, and a poculiar sawing sound undor tho lable 
Wo thought tho sanco vory unsatisfactory, connidoring y 
Would bo our lant for some timo, Wo had placed ido thy 
tablo a piooo of rulood papor, and when tho pas wan ly ltod w 
lookod undor tho table, and Lhoro wo found the pioco of papy 
With diroot spirit) writing on it tho lirst wo bhad had 
Tho monsago wan: * Parowoll, Rounito somo day, Comimn 
cato moro thon, (Signed), IMernaron,”* who wo now kii 
was the chiof of the band. Very much moro took plia 
during that evontful month that I havo nob dotailol; ray 
ovourrod constantly in daylight; meonsayon given obten durig 
ow monl; tablo conntantly rainod whon loaded with thing, 
in fact, wo soomod to bo surrounded and living in the mids 
of spirits; thoir plossant intluonco wan tolt and achkuowlodge 
by us all, and whonovor I think of that timo it comes bah 
an n ploanant dronin, and 1 fool E nood not apologise for twing 
n Spiritualist hoart and soul, PE havo tho strongost convicti 
that I aball romain so to tho ond. 


From tin Recotos ov S,M, 


August Ist, 1872. left London for imy summer holiday 
Tho psychical development, which had been steadily goin 
on, was evidenced by a case of very distinct clairvoyance 
L was an inmate of the house of nn old friend who had 
just died, and I clairvoyantly saw the spirit form on five 
several occasions: once most distinctly in the death cham 
ber by the side of the discarded body. 

I rejoined ny friends, Dr. and Mrs, X., at Douglas, lab 
of Man, on August 16th. Our seances were of the usu)” 
character up to Sunday, August 18th. ‘The events of tha p 
day were so romarkablo that I give my own version di 
thom from copious notes taken at the tine. Mra, N, ul 
already given an outline of the occurrences, but it is ipf 
possible to give any fair idea of the nature and persisten 
of the phenomena from breakfast to 10 pan. Raps follow y ? 
ed ime wherever | went, never ceasing nt meals, in churd 
or anywhere. At breakfast a butter-knife waa lifted mf 
of a deep dish and thrown on the table under the cya dh 
us all, ‘The dish was in the contre of the table quite aws 
from any person, On returning from church 1 founda 
entering my bedroom (which adjoined the drawing-rooe 
on the first floor) that certain objects had been removed 
from the toilet table and placed on my bed in the roug 
form of a cross. These were a travelling desk, n pocket 
hook and a fly book (containing fies for fishing). 


Wie L. 
I immediately called Dr. and Mrs, 8. to nce what he 
been done. Having in mind the evidences of the preset 
of spirits I instinctively referred this movement of objet 
to their nction, There was, indeed, no one in the hoo 
who would be at all likely to play tricks, and, ns will ¥ 
seen, we guarded against anything of the kind by our s 
sequent precautions. nee Dr. N. Mad looked over 
room, under the bed, in cupboards and wherever anyo 
auld be hidden, he we at eee mine | prepared for lunches 
I was sponging my face and afterwards found that 8 


$F | 


* Bee tuc-nimile of this writing with my oummonta horoaltor. 
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skullcap had been moved from its place and hung | He again locked the door and put the key in his pocket, 
‘tbe foot-board of the bed. I went to fetch Dr. S. to see and in about half an hour I accompanied Mrs. S. and him to 
ibis new manifestation, and while I was gone, my collar, the locked room, and we discovered that two additional 
ich I had removed and placed on the toilet table, was articles from my dressing-case had been added to the cross, 
el symmetrically round the top of the cross which now | which now assumed this appearance : — 


semed this form :— 


Frio. H. 


ee <ap ae 


Weexamined the room once more and found nothing con- 
 æakd. At my suggestion Dr. S. locked the door and put the 
| _ kepin his pocket, having bolted the windows before leaving. 

At lunch our conversation was punctuated with raps of 
_ mamarkable crispness and precision. There were also loud 
, smpings on the back of my chair, which was repeatedly 
_ mvedtoand fro. The meal over, Dr. and Mrs. S. and I 
went to the locked room, and found that the cross had been 
increased in size by the addition of a clothes-brush and hat- 
brash from my dressing-case, which lay open on the toilet Fig. IV. 


table. After another somewhat less interval we again entered 

___ Leeking the door once more, we returned to the dining- | the locked room, and found four more articles added. The 
| mom, and found abundant indications of spirit-presence. | cross now assumed this form :— 

Rags were loud on floor and walls, on the table, and on the 

of my chair. A tune drummed on the table and sung 

one of the children was accurately imitated. The heavy 

_ Čing table, with all that was upon it, was moved out of 

_ is place three or four times. After this had gone on for 

time, Dr. S., at my suggestion, went alone to the 


Fie. V. 


We elicited communications by the alphabet, the raps 


; 

* being made on the footboard of the bed, and at the sugges- 
' tion of Mrs. S. we left a piece of paper and pencil on the 
i ` bed. It was now 5 p.m. On leaving, the door was 
kas Five, 1. | again locked by Dr. S., who retained the key. When, 
I h, 0m. On unlocking the door he found that two after a quarter of an hour’s interval, we returned, the cross 


a 7 articles from my dressing-case had been added to the | was found to be completed by the addition of my skull-cap 
fy, ’*8d so told us on his return. I believe the reason (which, as I have stated, had been hung on the footboard 


os Rot going with him on this occasion was that I felt of the bed) and a double scent-bottle from the dressing- 


ry 


“ered by the strong influence that surrounded me, case. This was the final appearance presented by the 
Yu half entranced. cross, which extended from the pillow to the footboard, 
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exactly in the middle of the bed, and made with perfect 
symmetry throughout : 


— 
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> 


Fig. 


V1. 

The paper left with pencil on the bed bore no mark. 
I placed under it a square of magnetised flannel, which 
I had been told to carry about with me for the pur- 
pose of aiding the production of writing, direct or 
automatic. Dr. N. once more locked the door, and we again 
retired, On returning after a short interval, inspection 
showed on the paper the initials of three departed friends 
of my own, Of these one set of three initials was trans- 
posed, I. T. instead of T. I. It was explained to us that 
he had not himself been able to write, and that the error 
was made by the amanuensis, if L may use the word. Sub- 
sequent experience has shown that many communicators 
are not able to write, and employ the aid of one who 
has acquired the art. A great portion of my automatic 
writings was given through such an amanuensis. 
to a request for some message, “Cross. 


In reply 
We are happy,” 
was given in raps of great clearness on the footboard of the 
bed. We were told that the articles might be removed. 
Raps continued when we were at church in the evening, 
and until we went to bed. 

This is the manifestation respecting which the late Dr. 
W. B. Carpenter, of immortal memory, stated with what 
he, no doubt, considered scientitic accuracy,that it occurred 
in a lumber room or garret open to anyone, which contain- 
ed articles of crockery that were piled up. He seemed 
quite surprised and pained, when I challenged his accuracy, 
but he preferred to let his Llunder remain unavowed to 
deceive others rather than confess that he had made a mis- 
take. As a matter of fact the cross was made almost 
entirely while the door was locked and the key in Dr. S.’s 
pocket : the articles were all taken from my dressing-table ; 
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and tho room was carefully searched to oxclude the (to 
Unthinkable possibility of deception or trick. Aftoy fi 
remarkable display of prychic foreo was over." 
thoroughly depleted nnd worn out, 


That was the Th 
Ia 


for the message whieh Mrs. 8. records ns given nexta 
R 


Cwt my modium rest?” 
. liy 


Virtue hid gone out of 
and l folt my vitality ata very low ebb, 


DO THEY COME BACK ? 


It in relatod or damos Skono, of Rubistarda doarly luy, 
friend of Xir Waltor Scott, who survived him over thi 
yours, and dod at a vory advaneod aye, that ono evening 
fow days boforo his death, whilo silting alone in his o, 
room, his daughtor found him with an inexprossiblo lon, 
dolight upon his face, whon ho ssid to hor," I have had s 
u grenb ploasuro: Seott has been hero, Ho camo fron, 


groat distance to soo mo, and has boon sitting with mj, 
tho tirosido talking over our happy rocolloctions of tho pay 

Wo havo all of us bhad n similar oxporionce, perhaps ma, 
timos ropontod, when tho thought and momory of tho depar, 
have como upon us so vividly that thoy seomed actually to hy 
heen in our company, sharing our contfidonces and iin partin 
holp and comfort. Aftor a poignant loss that has wrenchidy 
away from tho old lifo-moorings, consolation, whon it coma 
sooms to doscond from the hoavens, and wo pain in, so 
sbrango way a sonso of rounion with the dopartod. May mw 
this ro-knibting of tho tio bo moro roal than wo boliove ? 4 
thero anything illogical in tho thought that thoy do cop’ 
back as allied with our faith in a continued oxistenco ? T 
wondors of thought-transforence are gradually nnfoldinga 
tho time may come whon thought will tako its place in tè 
world of phenomena as an actual forco, operating tres) 
spaco, and working by laws as yot hidden from our unde 
standing. 

Hore wo dimly soo a road for that communion with te 
disombodied spirit that froes the doctrine from grossnes| 
und makes moro real and tangiblo the hopo held tacitly, ha: 
unconsciously, by scores of wounded hearts that their love 
and lost are at times noar thom, do in somo unknown w 
influence thoir lives, breathe courage and assuage griof, hii 
them to bear their burdens and warn them of danger. 

Tho hopo that those things are a reality lies warm m 
precious at tho hearts of thousands who nover utter 
They shrink from tho thought of material manifestations, 
all physical contact, as degrading a sontiment so delica 
and intimate; y t they cannot bar out their doad in ee 
isolation and forgetfulness. Tho hope that in some subt 
and imponderable form they do come back to console a 
bless is a doar and chorished thought. 

Lt is this now sense of union that comes as the great ve 
solor after tho pain of dislocation and loss. The grei 
vacuum that only grief filled is gradually possessed hy th 
softened and beautitiod imago of those who loft us sorrowin 
our hearts covored with a black pall. We wako somo mor 
ing from our dosolation, after a vivid dream of the love 
ono, looking as in lifo and smiling upon us. Thon a itt 
comfort trickles into the breast. Wo havo seon and clasp 
tho mother, tho sister, the friond. The conviction grows: 
us that ho or sho lives, thinks, feols, loves, utterly separ: 
from tho cold image so foreign to all that once was so de 
to us, and which we laid in the grave, Thoen, again, È) 
gold begins to come back to the sunbeam, tho blue to È 
sky, the brightnoss to tho flower, Tho faces of men awi 
womon again have a message and meaning for us; am 
why ?— Bocauso wo have found in some intimate experien, 
of tho soul a new ground of union with those who are gone 
They havo como stealing back to us in a new form. Wo sti 
possoss thom in tho depths of consciousness : tho mysterio, 
communings of the night wo can never explain to other 
Thon tho wish to touch and handle the departed with o 
bodily hands, to see them with our bodily eyes, seems? 
gross importinonce. Wo apprehend thom spiritually as the 
ave spirits, Al that was noblest and best in them has bee! 
retorod to us. ‘Their virtues take a new lustre. Wo fet 
that tho capacity for loving has grown in them to a hoig 
wo hardly dreamed of. | 

There are somo who never have this experionce, to wh 
their dead como not back, who cannot again got into nl 
tion with their momories with the bost that was in thom, | 
dwell brooding on the shroud, tho pall, tho cottin, the wot 
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a 
y the darkness of the grave. How deeply they are to be pitied! 


There can be no hope of reunion here until this cloud lifts 
and forms the softened background of life, letting in the 
gn and the fresh breezes of heaven. Then the thought of 
yur dead becomes winged, and takes the soft sky colours. 
It lives in the secret place of the earth. 

We do not often speak of these things They are too 
sacred to come readily to the lips. They seem far removed 
from the material round of life, and yet they are always 
with us, carried round in our consciousness, stealing to us 
throngh the day's perplexities, coming to us in the night of 
trouble, helping and comforting in dark and discouraged 
hours. It is such a rest to turn our thoughts, after the 
noisy day, towards their peace—the calm that embosoms 
them, as stars are held in the tranquil spaces of the sky. 
They are so safe from all the noise and fret and worry in 
which we give that something of repose and harmony is shed 
inte our souls as we think of them. 

Are there any who have lcst their loved ones who do not 
think of them as alive, who actually believe them to be 
lying in the grave, turning slowly to dust? No; the 
gratest sceptic and materialist shrinks from that error. 
They have become invisible to us, as the cap of Siegfried 
radeed those who put it on; but they are just on the 
otber side of a thin veil; they can feel us through our 
heart-beats, and we can feel them. Matter is a gross 
medium of communication in its earthly forms. Nature has 
more cunning powers in her hand, and we live more by the 
lws we do not understand than by those we know. The 
spirit laws are mainly hidden from us; but it would be a 
ad satisfaction of our higher being that apprehends, though 
it does not comprehend, to deny their existence.—“ Christian 
Register. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Dr. Ernest Hart and Hypnotism. 


$iz.—May I say a word or two on the article,“ Hypnotism 
and Humbug,” in the “ Nineteenth Century ” for January, by 
Dr. Ernest Hart ? 

Dr. Hart has made the grand discovery that hypnotism 
is s self-induced condition, but surely everyone knows that 
by this time! 

à sceptic by nature, Dr. Hart apparently disbelieves in 
everything that even approaches the superhuman! I wonder 
if he believes in himself (probably so), but he should not do 
% if he is consistent, for he most certainly must be a super- 
human being, or he would not write with such a sublime air of 
certainty and omniscience, as though from his assertions there 
was no appeal whatever! Everything relating to the super- 
human (the word supernatural is a misnomer, as there may 
be many natural laws of which we are ignorant, so we cannot 
absolutely define what is supernatural)—prophetic dreams, 
visions, apparitions, clairvoyance, thought reading, &c.—Dr. 
Hart sweeps away with a etroke of his quill! He has pro- 
nounced them impostures—zyitur they are so, and there’s an 
end of it. 

As for the term “ Belated ” which he applies to the“ Society 
for Psychical Research,” I don’t suppose the members and 
associates will feel themselves absolutely crushed ! 

Unfortunately for this extremely sceptical “ medico,” the 
whole consensus of human experience and belief is against 
him, and individually I have had positive proof of the 
genuineness of thought reading, in the case of a young lady 
who read my thoughts by looking at me, and who divined 
the exact line of poetry (out of millions, I suppose!) which 
land others had in vur minds at the time! A very old 
friend of mine, a most shrewd and sceptical man, told me 
that against his will he was completely convinced of the 
truth of clairvoyance, having had proof which no one but an 
arrant fool or worse would have cared to gainsay! 
Personally, I believe in apparitions—objective ones—as firmly 
as I do in the existence of my Maker. I have had such in- 
disputable proof of them from friends who could not be de- 
ceived. [say nothing of the mass of human testimony in 
their favour. 

Eut is it not a sorry spectacle to see a doubtless other- 
wise able medical man calmly denying the possibility of all 
superhuman phenomena simply because he cannot understand 
them ? 

Such has ever been the attitude of empirics in every 
branch, especially the medical profession. They believe in 


nothing they cannot see, taste, or touch, except—in them- 
selves, and here their faith errs on the side of excess, I fear! 
I pity Dr. Hart's awakening ! 


Glencroft, Exeter. F. B. Dovetoy. 


Spirit Healing. 

Sır, —Those who have for many years now been watching 
and tabulating the phenomena of spirit working in our midst 
cannot but be struck with the present comparative pancity 
of physical phenomena, and the marvellous development of 
other, but more unobserved growths of medial power as 
exercised in healing. 

[t seems to me that physical phenomena have made their 
appeal to the materialistic minds, who forthwith have 
endeavoured, and are continuing to try to account for all on 
their own plane; and that is not a spiritual one. Much 
fraud has been developed in public exhibitions of psychic 
power, but the fraud detected has not been all that of the 
public mediums, although it has been usually traceable to 
public or promiscuous circles. The investigators often have 
not had prepared minds; but have been frivolous, if not 
wicked. Public phenomena have failed in their appeal, 
apparently—but not really : though the results have not been 
what the truest investigators hoped for. 

‘But our spirit workers are not discomfited. Thay are 
moving and working in other channels: and there, without 
observation, are establishing a deeper spiritual kingdom. 

For some time I have been watching and tabulating 
results: and my object iu this letter is to ask all intelligent 
and observing Spiritualists to do the same. I know of cases 
where human aid was of no avail, where medical skill had 
been baffled, and the patients nigh unto death, which have 
been restored by quiet, unobtrusive spirit aid. It has by no 
means been often the result of faith (which we know can 
remove mountains), but in spite of its absence, and in 
presence of positive disbelief. And the results have been 
not only bodily cure, but the importation of spiritual life. 

I know they are doing a little—avery little—in this direction 
at the “Spiritualist Alliance.” We should do more if funds 
necessary were forthcoming : and I would commend such work 
to the sympathy of outside and perhaps anonymous friends. 

Why should not the “Alliance” have funds to engage 
and set apart a medium, such as Mr. Lees or Madame Greck, 
to this especial work ? or if not wholly, why should they not 
be partially engaged by us ? 

Meantime, private workers may do as valuable service— 
but let it be well recorded. There is difficulty, I know, in 
getting an acknowledged medical diagnosis to start with, 
and medical watching and certificates to authenticate cases: 
but the old healers did not wait for these—nor should we 
wholly, for to some minds no proofs would appeal. Where 
possible I would suggest to the recorder to get— 

1. A medical diagnosis, 

2. A careful record of daily changes or improvement. 

8. Personal characteristics of the patient, and his attitude 
towards spiritual gifts in the outset, and on being cured. 

4. A medical certificate of cure. 

5. Any clairvoyant or clairaudient accompaniments during 
the process. (These are most interesting. ) 

I should be very pleased to bə put into communication 
with any interesting cases. ‘his healing gift should appeal 
to the churches; and restore spirit and life to what is now 
only a cold, formal expression of belief. 


62, Granville Park, Lewisham, S E. MORELL THEOBALD. 


“Ir I were a young man,” said Whittier recently, “I 
should ally myself with some high, and, at present, unpopu- 
lar cause, and devote my every effort to accomplishing its 
success, ” 

THEKE is no such thing as a transcendental party; there 
is no pure transcendentalist; we know of none but prophets 
and heralds of such a philosophy; all who by strong bias of 
nature have leaned to the spiritual side in doctrine have 
stopped short of their goal. We have had many harbingers 
and forerunners; but of a purely spiritual life, history has 
afforded no example. I mean, we hava yet no man who has 
leaned entirely on his character, and eaten angels’ food; 
who, trusting to his seatiments, found life made of miracles ; 
who, working for universal aims, found himself fed, he knew 
not how; clothed, sheltered, and weaponed, he knew not 
how, and yet it was done by his own hands. Only in the 
instinct of the lower animals, we find the suggestion of the 
methods of it, and something higher than our understanding. 
The squirrel hoards nuts, and the bee gathers honey, without 
knowing what they do, and they are thus provided for 
without selfishness or disgrace. —EMERSON. 
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SOCIETY WORK. 

16, Queen's-Panane, Onariam Jesxerion,—At 7 pm., on 
Sunday, 21st inst., Mr. J. Burns will be with us, and give us 
an address on tho “ Scionce of Man." G. D, W. 

17, Marpes-nank, Covent Gannoes, W.C. Mrs. Ashton 
Bingham will gladly welcome Spiritualists and investigators al 
her seances every Thursday, at $ p.m, prompt; Mrs. Mason, 
medium. — J. H. BL, Hon. See. 

Srratronp Soctery oK Semmereatists, WORKMAN'™S TAL, 
West EAM Lang, i. — Spiritual services every Sunday at 7 pon. 
Wednesday, at 7.80 p.m., Lnquirers’ and members’ mecting at 
T, Belgrave-terrace, Union-read, Leytonstone, Speaker for 
Sunday, February Lith, Mr. J. Allen, trance address, — J.A. 

The Sueeerenp Psyenorocican txsrerere will hold its 
annual conversaziono and ball in tho Cutlors’ Hall on Morch 
lith. Objects of interest will bo exhibited ; thero will alko 
bo experiments in Mesmerism, Hypnotism, Psychomotry, 
Clairvoyance, Xe. Tickets: Single, 2a; Double, 38. Gd. 
Doors open at seven, 

Peekinaw Society or Semrrcaciuts, Winenesrer HAL 
33, Hianestreer.— An able address was delivered on Sunday 
by Mr. Veitch upon “The Utility of Spiritualiam.” On Wed- 
nesday Mr. Veitch's psychometry surprised and gratified 
several of those present. Sunday next, services at 11 a.m. and 
T p.m. Wednesday, at 8 p.m., Mr. Veitch, psychometry.— 
J. T. ACY. 

14, ORCHARD-ROAD, Suervierp's Bersu.—On Sunday last 
we had a crowded meeting, and several strangers were present, 
who seemed surprised at our mode of worship. Mrs. Ashton 
Bingham kindly recited somo of her original Spiritual poems, 
and short addresses were given by Messrs. Francis, Ware, 
Mason, and Holloway. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., open meeting. 
Tuesday,at § p.m., seance, Mrs. Mason. Select circle, Saturdays, 
at 8 p.m.—J. H. B., Sec. 

Sovrtu Loxpon Society or SrirrruaListSs, 311, CAMBER- 
WELL New-roan, S.E.—On Sunday evening last, Mr, W. 
E. Long discoursed on the doings of “The Prophets of the 
Lord,” as recorded in the Bible. On Thursday in last week, at 
our inquirers’ reception, the subject of ‘* Prayer” was treated 
as a spiritual exercise, und defended. On Thursday next, at 
8.30 p.m., the subject will be ‘* Body, Soul, and Spirit : their 
Difference and Relationship Defined.” Next Sunday evening, 
at 7 o'clock, address. —W. IX, Lona, Hon. Sec. 

Marytenoxe Srrritruan Han, 86, Hicu-srreer, W.— 
** Consolatory Messages of Angel Friends ” was the subject of 
Mr. R. Wortley’s very interesting address on Sunday evening. 
The messages had come through his own mediumship, and were 
full of consolation, telling of contentment and rest and con- 
tinued Jove in the brighter spheres. Mr. T. Everitt occupied 
the chair. Sunday next, at 11 a.m., Mr. T. B. Dale, ‘* Jesus 
among the Divines”; at 7 pm., Mr. J. Veitch, lecture. 
Tuesday, discussion. Thursday, seance, Mrs. Spring. Saturday, 
seance, Mrs. Treadwell.—C.1.H. 

Sprritcacists’ Corresvonpine Soctery,—Finst ANNUAL 
Rerort.—On behalf of the president (Mr. Robert Cooper) and 
the committee, I am pleased to say the society is growing slowly 
but surely, having members in New Zealand, Australia, 
America, Holland, and a fair number in England, thus linking 
those of a common faith in sympathy together. For the benefit 
of those who may desire to join, I may add that the suciety is 
supported by the voluntary contributions of its members, no 
one being refused adinission to membership who cannot con- 
tribute. The principal objects are:—1. To aid inquirers by 
correspondence or otherwise, by assisting in the formation of 
private circles for the developrnent of mediumship ; also to give 
lectures on Spiritualism in public halls. 2. To form a connect- 
ing link between Spiritualists in all parts of the world for the 
mutual interchange of thought, Kc. 33. To supply the Press 
with information on Spiritualism and answer Press criticisms. 
4. The distribution of Spiritualistic literature. 5. All members 
of the society have absolute freedom with regard to their 
methods of propaganda, only pledging themselves to assist in 
proving the truth of spirit communion. The society beg to 
tender their thanks to the Editor for the use of space, and 
literature received in 1891.- J. ALLEN, Hon. Sec., 14, Berkley- 
terrace, White Post-lane, Manor Pack, Essex. 


Tark with a seaman of the hazards to life in his profes- 
sion, and he will ask you, “Where are the old sailors ? do 
you not see that all are young men?” And we, on this 
sea of human thought, in like manner inquire, Where ure the 
old idealists * where are they who represented to the last 
generation that extravagant hope which a few happy aspi- 
rants suggest to ours? In looking at the class of counsel, 


LIGHT. 


$$ 
e 


and power, and wealth, and at the matronay: of the land, | 


amidst all the prudence and all the triviality, one asks, 
Where are they who represented genius, virtue, the invisible 
aud heavenly world, to these 7 Are they dead—taken in 
early ripeness to the gods—as ancient wisdom foretold their 
fate % Or did the high idea die out of them, and leave 


their unperfumed body as its tomb and tablet, announcing 
to all that the celestial inhabitant, who once gave them 


beauty, had departed ¢ Will it be better with the new genera- 
tion -—Esrrson, 


e 


(February 14, Ii, 
THE ANSWER OF THE SIMPLE FOLK . 


All things that shall be, are; 
Nor need we look afar 
Into dim vistas of some future being, 
Mor comfort and relense, 
For blexsedness and ponco, 
Since prophecy is but the gift of seeing 


That which around us lies; 
But more interior-wine 

Thun this phantasmal world, the body bounding; 
Which doth but symbolise 
Worlds that within us rise 

More real worlds this outer world surrounding, 


There, peaks are all aglow; 
There, bud and blossom blow ; 
wo hills o caven are not as these of ours ;— 
The hills of Henv t as these of ours; 
The glacier and the snow 
On those hills lie below; 
It is upon the peaks that bloom the flowers. 


The realin of ice is Marth! 
Till sympathy has birth 
All in its fulness, Then shall disappear 
The moraine and lawine, 
Then through the world be sean 
The fruits and flowers of the heavenly sphere, 


Which quickens all the hills, 
Which even now o'erfills : 
The pasture-grounds with milk and honey flowing; 
Summer is on the peaks, 
Spring on the upland speaks, 
And ever near the plain the Sun is glowing. 


She, who shall come, is near! 
Yet, first, must there appear 

That Woman-child wherefor Creation prayeth ; 
Which Faith to Reason bears, 
And yet not his, but theirs, 

Of whom all things are born on Earth, through Fait 


Even now adown the slopes, 
Fair Virtnes, Loves, and Hopes, : 
The wise Handimaidens of the Queen, are winging 
Their way with lamps and oil, 
And robes Barth cannot soil, i 
And Time but broider with fresh jewels, bringing. 
A.A. in “ Aurore” 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A.F.C.—What we proposed is delayed Ly pressure, but not abe 
doned, 

N.S.—Yonr narrative is marked for use when pressure on spaced 
lessened. 

M.J.S.—-Our best acknowledgments of your kindness, Our desir 
is to introduce to our readers such valuable matter as occasiat 
serves. 

A.E.W,—Thank you much for good wishes. Matter in hax 
abundant just now and till end of month: so do not w 
yourself, 

E.M.—“ If the narrative is one of fact.” There is the ditficulis 
These stories can be so easily male up. But it does read lik 
an ancient legend, 

S.F.—Our best wishes in your trouble, of which we are heart 
sorry to hear. When sickness and anxiety permit us, w 
shall write privately. All the world is groaning from som 
sad cause or other. 


Wuar you call your fundamental institutions, your gre 
and holy causes, scem to them (the Transcendentalists) gres 
abuses, and, when nearly seen, paltry matters, Fad) 
“cause,” as it is called—say Abolition, Temperance, sf 
Calvinism, or Unitarianism—becomes speedily a little sho 
where the article, let it have been at first never so subg 
and ethereal, is now made up into portable and conveniest 
cakes, and retailed in small quantities to suit purchases 
You make very free use of these words “great " and “holy 
but few things appear to thein such. Few persons have att 
magnificence of nature to inspire enthusiasm, and the philw 
thropics and charities have a certain air of quackery. Asu 
the general course of living, und the daily employments é 
men, they cannot see much virtue in these, since they sm 
parts of this vicious circle; and, as no great ends sf 
answered by the men, there is nothing noble in the arta if | 
which they are maintained. Nay, they have made th 
experiment, and found that from the liberal professions # 
the coarsest manual Jabour, and from the courtesies of 
academy and the college to the conventions of the cotillior 
room and the morning call, there is a spirit of cowardly cow 
promise and seeming, Which intimates a frightful scepticii 
a life without love, and an activity without an aim- 
EMERSON. 

* See last number, p. 72:— 


“Silent the Wise Ones! Then 
Turn we to Simple Men,” 


